
Tidewater AFCEA News – Page 1  

Tidewater Chapter News 

 November 2009 

Guest Speaker 

Brigadier General Steve Spano 

 

Arguably, each decision made has a ripple effect that has 

both intended and unintended consequences, some often 

becoming game changers which are not known when the 

decision is made.   

 

 

Chapter President Mr. Bill Marion presents Brig Gen Spano a polo shirt 

for his presentation at the November luncheon.   

 

Brig Gen Spano, ACC/A6, was the November luncheon 

speaker and what a speech it was.  Starting with a picture 

portraying football players of yesteryear compared to 

those of today, the audience knew we were in for a 

cerebral discussion on understanding decisions that 

result in adjustments to our paradigms, and subsequently 

the manner in which we conduct business.   

(Continued on next column) 

 

 

 

Just as the NFL adjusted its rules to create a balance 

between the offense and defense, resulting in larger 

offensive players, the IT/cyber community has to adjust 

its rules in a high threat, vulnerable, and rapidly evolving 

combat space.  However, the opposing side is not 

confined by the same rule set and can adjust their 

technology, strategy and tactics without the limitations 

that we live in.  The general highlighted the theory of 

game changing as a need for us to unify collaboration, 

integrate communication, and focus on mission system 

integration. 
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 Special Recognitions 

The chapter received two donations from the AFCEA 

Education Foundation, one for $1,000 on behalf of Booz 

Allen Hamilton and the second for $500 designated to 

our chapter by Rockwell Collins.   

The AFCEA Educational Foundation is an independent 

non-profit tax-exempt public charity dedicated to 

providing educational incentives, opportunities and 

assistance for people engaged in information 

management, communications and intelligence efforts 

and fostering excellence in education particularly in the 

"hard science" disciplines related to C4ISR. 

 

 

Ms. Denise Taylor accepted recognition on behalf of Booz Allen 

Hamilton.  (Rockwell-Collins was unable to attend). 

******* 

Membership Drawing 

There was no winner of the membership drawing and the 

pot goes to $50 for the December luncheon.  Remember, 

you must be present to win! 

The next luncheon is at Langley Officer’s Club on Friday 

11 December 2009.  The guest speaker is Mr. Scott Jack, 

SAF/XCD-2. 

For more information contact us at: 

www.afceatidewater.org 

AFCEAN of the Month 

Mr. Marion recognizes MSgt Paul Kammerman from the 

10th Intelligence Squadron as the AOM for November.  

 

 

 

******* 

Education Award 

Opportunities 

The AFCEA Tidewater Chapter is accepting nominations 

for the following awards with deadline for submissions 

December 15th. 

Distinguished Service to Education Award 

Qualifications include exceptional service that 

demonstrates a unique dedication to the educational 

mission of the AFCEA Educational Foundation and/or the 

educational programs of AFCEA Chapter organizations.  

Nominee must be a member of AFCEA. 

Use of IT in Education Award 

Chapters may submit one educational project each year 

that successfully includes the use of information 

technology.  The project must have been implemented 

within the current or previous fiscal year.  
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